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This month I want to discuss the 
recent Bulk Pickup effort by the 
Bound Brook Department of Public 

Works, the Borough’s effort in Property 
Tax Relief, the NJ Transit Raritan Valley 
Line One-Seat Ride to Manhattan, River-
fest, Letter to the Editor and my Birthday 
Party at the Ballpark.

Property Tax Relief
Property Taxes in Bound Brook are still 

too high, but the future looks promising.  

For the past three years, the total amount of 
Borough property taxes has not increased.  
Individual homes and neighborhoods may 
vary (some experience an increase and 
some a decrease).  

The total amount of revenue (property 
taxes, grants and fees) collected in Bound 
Brook total approximately $25 million.  
The three categories of expense for the 
Borough are Board of Education (57%), 
Somerset County (12%) and the Borough 
(31%).  

So why does the future look promising?  
For two reasons.  

• First, the 2 redevelopment projects 
that have been built (Meridia Main Sta-
tion and Queens Gate) are paying 5 times 
more in fees than the property taxes that 
were being paid on the properties they 
occupy.  Three additional redevelopment 
projects (The Revo apartments & retail 
space – formerly the Bound Brook Hotel, 
Meridia Downtown apartments & retail 
space and the development apartments 
and retail space) will also pay cumulative 
fees approximately 5 times greater than the 
property taxes that were being paid on the 
properties they have displaced.  The total 
increase in fees exceeds $2 million annu-
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field Mayor Shelley Brindle. 
The most recent efforts of the Alliance 

are to amend the language of a NJ Senate-
approved legislation that provides the fol-
lowing:

Initial Synopsis: Requires NJT to con-
duct feasibility study on restoring a one-
seat ride to Manhattan on Raritan Valley 
Line and initiate peak period, full-time di-
rect rail service on the Raritan Valley Line

The Mayors Alliance requested that the 
Synopsis be changed to read:

“Requires NJT to restore a one-seat ride 
to Manhattan on Raritan Valley Line, and 
initiate peak period, full-time direct rail 
service on the Raritan Valley Line.”
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ally and escalates with the success of each 
development.

• Second, the Bound Brook residents 
letter writing campaign to our legislators 
has increased NJ State School Aid to the 
Bound Brook School District by over $4 
million in the past 3 years.  The hope is that 
the State Aid will increase to $10 million 
annually in the next 4 years.

These additional revenues will provide 
an opportunity to reduce property taxes 
if the Board of Education, Borough and 
County control their spending.

The One Seat Ride

The One Seat Ride to Penn Station 
New York on the Raritan Valley Line 
(“RVL”) has been the hope of residents 
and commuters in Bound Brook and the 
5 counties and 23 municipalities along the 
RVL.  The Line traverses one of the most 
densely populated areas in New Jersey, 
serving over 23,000 commuters daily.

In 2012, NJ Transit acquired dual-
mode locomotives that provide the capa-
bility to operate on the RVL in the diesel 
mode and shift to electric mode using an 
overhead catenary, thus allowing commut-
ers to continue through the Hudson River 
railroad tunnel into New York City without 
leaving their seat.  With the acquisition of 
the dual-mode locomotive, NJ Transit de-
ployed off peak one seat ride service dur-
ing weekdays but ceased this operation in 
September 2018.  RVL off peak service has 
not been resumed.

RVL commuter complaints and lobby-
ing by the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition 
have had little success obtaining one-seat 
ride service.

32 Mayors located along the RVL 
formed the “RVL Mayors Alliance” with 
the mission of promoting resumption of 
the one-seat ride during off peak hours and 
implementing the service during peak peri-
ods and on weekends.  Co-chairs of the Al-
liance are Bound Brook Mayor Bob Fazen, 
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and West-

Mayor Fazen 
Town Hall 
Meetings 

Bound Brook Memorial Library
2nd Monday of each month. 

Sept. 9, Oct. 14
 at 6:30 p.m. 

Mayor provides pizza and water and 
attendees are welcomed to bring 

desserts. 

Contact 
the Mayor 

Office: 230 Hamilton Street 
Office Phone: 732-893-8513

Cell: 732-735-1382
rfazen@boundbrook-nj.org

...Continued on Page 12

In the Shop Rite shopping plaza
601 W Union Ave
Bound Brook, NJ 08805
732.469.3627

Our gratitude to Vinnie Orifino and 
the Dept. of Public Works for their 
tireless efforts to collect the bulk 

pickup items throughout the Borough. I 
went out to see the “crew” on Thursday 
morning, August 15th (brought donuts) 

and took the photos on West Franklin 
Street. They anticipated being finished 
with that street by Tuesday, so they were 
two days behind schedule.  The one-week 
pickup schedule will be stretched to at 
least two weeks and maybe more. • 

Bound Brook Bulk Pickup

www.lplawoffices.com
37 Mountain Blvd, Ste 1,Warren, NJ 07059

LAW OFFICES OF
LAMBARIELLO & PILATO, LLC

STACEY L. PILATO, ESQ.
JOSEPH A. LAMBARIELLO, ESQ./LLM

908-754-4500
• Estate Planning & Probate
• Elder Care Planning
• Estate Disputes
• Guardianship
• Asset Protection
• Business & Tax Law
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The September 9th meeting of the 
Bound Brook Woman’s Literary 
Club will be a Salad Luncheon 

provided by the Board for members and 
women interested in learning more about 
the Club and the plans for the coming 
year. The Club has a diverse membership 
of women from surrounding towns that 
gather monthly to share volunteer oppor-
tunities and trips. The September meeting 
will commence 12:00 p.m. at the St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church Rennell Hall on Church 
Street in Bound Brook. Upcoming activi-
ties for the year will be discussed. There 
will also be a new Lunch Bunch that will 
start meeting each month to visit area res-
taurants. The Club is part of the NJ State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs with head-
quarters in New Brunswick. A collection 
of small items for the First Night Comfort 
Bags for CASA Foster Children will be 
accepted at this meeting. Any women in-
terested in attending this meeting can call 
President Natalie Buzby at 732-469-7746 
or Bobbie Pyle at 908-256-9318. • 

Bound Brook 
Woman’s Literary 

Club
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BART’S
GLASS SHOP

380 Talmage Ave
Bound Brook, NJ 08805

732-356-2492

ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
• Table Tops
• Mirrors
• Home
• Auto

Since 1947

The Mayors Alliance requested the spe-
cific language:

Be It Enacted by the Senate and General 
Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1a. The New Jersey Transit Corporation 
shall have 6 months from the effective date 
of this Act to re-initiate off-peak direct rail 
service on the Raritan Valley Line.  

1b. The New Jersey Transit Corporation 
shall have one year to implement at least 
one peak period full-time direct rail service 
on the Raritan Valley Line. 

2c. The New Jersey Transit Corpora-
tion shall have one year to implement full 
weekend direct rail service on the Raritan 
Valley Line.

The NJ Assembly will vote on the RVL 
Mayors Alliance version of the Bill.  Please 
contact your Assemblyman to encourage 
their support for this Bill.

Riverfest
Food Trucks, Entertainment, Politicians 

and more.  Come join the fun!

Letter to the Editor
I receive a lot of communications from 

current residents, past residents and those 
who want to hear about Bound Brook.  
Please feel free to send your comments via 
email: rfazen@boundbrook-nj.org or mail: 
Mayor Fazen, 230 Hamilton St., Bound 
Brook, NJ 08805.  I PROMISE TO RE-
SPOND.

From: Ed Gallo
Wed, Aug 7, 2019
Mayor, I grew up in BB, BBHS 1959 

the last big graduating class (250?).  Happy 
to see the Chronicle back as I check peri-
odically. I just read the Jan 2019 edition 
and noted comments from Jim Fidicaro 
mentioned his dad’s passing in 1965.  That 
year I was at Ft. Bragg, NC and was not 
aware of this.  

I remember Casper was the Municipal 
Court Clerk in 1963 when I appeared to 
answer a speeding ticket issued to me on 
Mountain Ave.  Of course, I received the 

‘driving is a privilege not a right’ response 
from the judge and ordered to surrender 
my license for 30 days and pay the clerk 
$32.  $1/per mph over the limit and $5 
court costs.  

When I went to pay, I realized I was 
short money so I asked Casper who lived 
nly two blocks from us, if he could loan me 
$10 (might have been $20).  He reached 
into his pocket handed me the money and 
I was able to pay my fine.  The next day 
I went to his home and paid him what I 
owed.  Great guy.  Where else but in a 
small town would this happen.  BTW last 
year I finished serving 16 years on our 
City Council in Escondido, CA where I 
have lived since 1973 making me the 4th 
longest serving council member in our 130 
history.  I trust the people of BB appreciate 
your service.

I responded:

VOTE Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

Mayor Fazen - Jannuzzi - Hardin 

www.believeinboundbrook.com 
732-560-5880 Paid for by Robert Fazen for Mayor, 595 Watchung Rd., Bound Brook, NJ 08805

Believe in Bound Brook
• Lower Property Taxes
• Cleaner & Greener Bound Brook
• Redevelopment Benefiting Existing Residents
• Absentee Landlord Rental Accountability
• Government Integrity & Transparency

Wed, Aug 7, 2019
Ed,
Thanks for the great story.  I will in-

clude in a Bound Brook Chronicle “letter 
to the editor” if you don’t mind.

Concerning the BB residents appreciat-
ing my service, we will see in November (I 
am running for re-election).

All copies of the BB Chronicle are at 
my website:  www.believeinboundbrook.
com. 

All the Best,
Mayor Bob Fazen
Bound Brook, NJ
He finished the communication: 
Thank you for your response.  For sure 

you can use my comments in the Chroni-
cle.  I have an additional comment on my 
court appearance.  

When I was ordered to surrender my 
license, I asked the judge how I was to 
get home.  Nice guy, he answered, “you 

Happy Birthday Mayor Fazen! 

The Mayor enjoyed his birthday 
party at the Somerset Patriots Ballpark, 
throwing out the first pitch and welcom-
ing his guests. Results of the game were 
not good for the Patriots.  They lost to 
the Lancaster Barnstormers 7 – 1.

should have thought about that before you 
came here.” 

I checked the BB website and note you 
are a Republican with only one other ally.  
Tough job.  In 2014 we went into district 
elections and I am in the majority minority 
district.  I won in 2014 to the surprise of 
many since I am R and the D outnumber 
the R in this district.  However, last year 
there was a concerted effort by the D to 
make sure I was not elected, and it worked.  
Voting was based primarily on Party and 
ethnicity not policy or performance.  But 
as I have said since, ‘it is what it is’.  

Good luck in your campaign which by 
the way for me is the most fun being an 
elected official. 

I don’t mean to go long but I must tell 
you growing up in Bound Brook was great.  
I correspond to some classmates and we all 
say the same thing.  Thanks again. • 

Read and find archives 

of the Bound Brook 
Chronicle Online! 

www.aboutourtown.online



Continued on page 14...
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The American Legion is the largest 
wartime veterans service organiza-
tion with nearly 2 million members 

and more than 12,000 posts in communi-
ties throughout America. The American 
Legion, established by an act of Congress 
in 1919, was instrumental in getting the 
original GI Bill through Congress and the 
creation of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  The following Proclamation was 
presented on August 27, 2019.

CELEBRATING THE 100-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Borough of Bound Brook, New Jersey
WHEREAS, The American Legion 

was formed in 1919, shortly after the ter-
mination of World War I hostilities; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion is 
an organization of wartime veterans united 
by a common bond of continued service to 
God and country; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion ob-
served the 100th anniversary of its found-
ing, March 15-17, as an organization com-
prised of nearly 3 million men and women 
who have served their country with honor 
during one of the wars since the 20th cen-
tury; and

WHEREAS, by giving meaningful ser-
vice in conjunction with the theme “Still 
Serving America,” Legionnaires have 
made significant contributions to Ameri-
can thought and deed; and

WHEREAS, The Bound Brook Ameri-
can Legion, Giles-Biondi Post #63 was 
founded on August 13, 1919 and will be 
celebrating the 100th Anniversary on Vet-
erans Day, November 11, 2019; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion has 
become an integral part of Bound Brook, 
the State of New Jersey and the United 
States of America; now, therefore

I, Mayor Robert Fazen, Bound Brook, 
New Jersey do hereby proclaim the week 
of November 10-16 as Bound Brook 
American Legion Week, and do call upon 

The American 
Legion

All programs listed are free. Reg-
istration is required unless other-
wise indicated and programs are 

subject to change; visit SCLSNJ.org or 
call the Library for more information and 
to register.

 

All Ages Programs
• Bound Brook RiverFest: September 

14, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
• Family Storytime - Bilingual Story-

time (families with children): September 
21, 1:30-2 p.m.

• Dances from Spain: September 21, 
2:30-3:30 p.m.

• Music and Traditions from the Andes: 
September 28, 2-3 p.m.

Kids, Teens, and Tweens Programs
• Role-Play Saturday (grades 6-12), 

September 7, 21, 28; 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
• Make and Take Craft (ages 4 and up): 

September 7, 14, 21, 28; 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
• Toddler Storytime - Toddler Tales 

(ages 18 months -3 years): September 16, 
23, 30; 10-10:30 a.m.

• Preschool Storytime - Toddler Tales 
(ages 18 months - 3 years): September 16, 
11-11:30 a.m.

• Teen Mondays (grades 6-12): Sep-
tember 16, 23, 30; 3-5 p.m.

• Folklore Around the World - South 
American Folktales (grades 1 and up): 
September 18, 3:30-4 p.m.

• Teen Thursdays (grades 6-12): Sep-
tember 19, 26; 3-4:30 p.m.

• Crafting at the Library (grades 2 and 
up): September 19, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

• Discover STEAM (grades K-2): Sep-
tember 24, 6-6:30 p.m.

• Little Learners (ages 3-5): September 
28, 1:30-2 p.m.

Adult Programs
• English Conversation Group 
September 10, 17, 24; 12:30-2 p.m., 

September 11, 18, 24; 7-8:30 p.m.
• Alternatives, Inc.: September 11, 2-4 

p.m.
• Website Basics: September 19, 7-8:30 

p.m.
• Special Needs Social Hour: Septem-

ber 25, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
• U.S. Citizenship Preparation Course: 

September 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month
Commemorate Hispanic Heritage 

Month this September and October at the 
Bound Brook Memorial Library. The Som-
erset County Library System will offer a 
variety of interactive and informative pro-
grams for Library patrons of all ages. 

The Bound Brook Memorial Library is 
pleased to present programs in celebration 
of Hispanic Heritage Month,” said Cindy 
Mangel, branch manager. “Showcasing 
stories, songs, and music from numer-
ous countries, and inviting people to tour 
a Central American country enables our 
community members to connect with each 
other, share experiences, and explore new 
places.”

Bound Brook Memorial Library
402 E. High St, Bound Brook, NJ 08805 | 732-356-0043 | sclsnj.org.

Discover programs
• Folklore Around the World: South 

American Folktales (grades 1 and up). Ex-
plore different cultures through traditional 
stories passed down from generation to 
generation. September 18, 3:30- 4 p.m. For 
more: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/2165049.

• Bilingual Storytime (families with 
children) Share stories and activities in 
both English and Spanish. September 21, 
1:30-2 p.m. For more: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/2045377.

• Dances from Spain: 
Presented by Alborada 
Spanish Dance Theatre 
(all ages). Discover an 
interactive performance 
of classical, regional, and 
flamenco dances from 
Spain. September 21, 
2:30-3:30 p.m. Register: 
sclsnj.libnet.info/event/2207602.

• Music and Traditions from the Andes 
(all ages). A live demonstration of several 
percussion, wind, and string instruments 
with musician Pepe Santana. September 
28, 2-3 p.m. Register: sclsnj.libnet.info/
event/1959744.

• Costa Rica: Birds, Blooms, and Vol-
canoes (adults). Explore Costa Rica, the 
rugged, Central American country with 
coastlines on the Caribbean and Pacific.  
October 2, 7-8 p.m. Register: sclsnj.libnet.
info/event/2047285. • 

The Somerset County Library Sys-
tem of New Jersey continues their 
dedication to contributing to the 

community all year long. On August 9, 
SCLSNJ staff donated 22 boxes of school 
supplies to the Food Bank Network of 
Somerset County through the Project First 
Class initiative. Donations included back-
packs, calculators, writing tools, and more.

“SCLSNJ is committed to continuing 
our philosophy of exceptional customer 

service by connecting with our community, 
demonstrating empathy for those who have 
less, and making their day brighter,” said 
Edith Lit, SCLSNJ operations supervisor. 
“Project First Class for the Food Bank 
Network of Somerset County was another 
huge success. We collected an abundance 
of school supplies for our community 
members. We can imagine the excited fac-
es of the children that will be receiving new 
backpacks filled with school supplies.” • 

Andrew Schuller, SCLSNJ courier; Marie Scannell, Food Bank Network executive director; 
Jennifer McClear,  SCLSNJ library technician; Edith Lit, SCLSNJ operations supervisor; 
Charlene Perkins, SCLSNJ human resources and payroll associate; and Anthony LoSardo, 
SCLSNJ courier. For more information or to donate to the Food Bank Network of Somerset 
County: www.somersetfoodbank.org.

SCLSNJ Donates School Supplies to 
Community Food Bank

David R. 
Morris,CPA

www.davidmorriscpa.com

37 Mountain Blvd, Suite 2
Warren, NJ 07059
tel 908-834-8833
fax 908-450-1139

• Tax Management Services
• Estate and Trust Planning and 

Tax Preparation
• QuickBooks Accounting Help 

and Assistance
• Bookkeeping/Write-up
• And More

It’s Football Time - CGG-852012
Fall Fashion 
T569-1A

Pretty 
Paradise 
TSD01-1A

Pretty  
Tea Time 
T602-4A

732-356-937
We Deliver! Visit us at:
www.AMFLOR.com

SeaSonal SavingS!

$5.00 off
any delivery

Minimum purchase $39.95.  
With this coupon through 9/30/19.  

May not be combined.
Mention code “BBC19”

Store Hours: M-F 8am-5pm, Sat 8am-1pm • 227 West Union Ave, Bound Brook facebook.com/AmericasFloristNJ Pinterest/FloristAmericas

Proud to be a Bound Brook Business Since 19 73!
Daily Deliveries to All Surrounding Towns and Nationwide!



all citizens, companies and organizations 
to join with me in commending the good 
works of this organization as an expression 
of appreciation for the wartime and peace-
time services of our Legionnaires. They 
are truly “Still Serving America.”

PROCLAIMED this Twenty-Seventh 
Day of August 2019

FACTS ABOUT THE AMERICAN LEGION:
The American Legion has more than 

12,000 posts in communities throughout 
the United States as well as in France, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico and the Philippines. 
On Aug. 9, 1921, a Legion-led effort re-
sulted in the creation of the U.S. Veterans 
Bureau, which later became the Veterans 
Administration. In 1944, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt signed into law the origi-
nal GI Bill, or Servicemen’s Readjustment 
Act, ushering in monumental changes 
in U.S. society. Six months earlier, The 
American Legion wrote the first draft of 
what later became the “GI Bill of Rights.” 
Higher education became democratized 
after 8 million veterans went to school on 
the GI Bill. They got better jobs, purchased 
houses in the suburbs and raised families.

 Since then, the Legion has led a mul-
titude of efforts that contribute to several 
organizations, funds, scholarships, and 
veterans. To name a few, The American 
Legions influenced the Veterans Admin-
istration by writing the first “Flag Code”, 
honored Vietnam Veterans by sponsoring 
part of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Wall and helped veterans with Operation 
Comfort Warriors. Today, The American 
Legion is at the forefront of efforts to pass 
a constitutional amendment to protect the 
U.S. flag from physical desecration. The 
Legion’s efforts also led to the creation 
of the independent study on the effects 
of exposure to Agent Orange, the Junior 
Shooting Sports National Air Rifle Cham-
pionships at the Olympic Training Center, 
Legion Baseball, Boys State educational 
program for high school students, Eagle 
Scout scholarship for boy scouts and Na-
tional High School Oratorical Program: “A 
Constitutional Speech Contest.” 

The American Legion provides free, 
professional assistance -- for any veteran 
-- in filing and pursuing benefits claims be-
fore the Department of Veterans Affairs. • 

...Continued from page 13

News from The 
American Legion

Many of us have 
heard the say-
ing, “The 

acorn does not fall far 
from the tree.” It is also 
expressed as “The apple 
does not fall far from the 
tree”. What it generally 
means is that a child has 
similar traits, personal-
ity, looks, interests, etc. 

to one of his or her parents.
A good example of this might be the 

small number of parents and children that 
have both served on our governing body. 
I believe that occurs when a child inherits 
his or her parent’s interest in public service. 
To the best of my knowledge, in the past 
50 years, there have been only three elected 
Councilpersons whose parents have also 
served on our governing body. I congratu-
late and dedicate this column to them.

Brad Galeta
The first acorn is our current Council-

man Brad Galeta. He was elected in 2018. 
His father, Tommy Galeta, was a coun-
cilman in the late 1970’s and early ‘80’s. 
Tommy was a well-known supporter of the 
local wrestling and Pop Warner football 
programs and was a successful builder and 
developer. The town houses on Thompson 
Avenue, north of Maple Avenue, and on 
Legion Court, were built by Tom and his 
partner, Frank Morano. Frank was also a 
councilman. Brad remembers helping his 
dad pass out political flyers when he was 
a young lad. He knows his dad really cared 
about the town and doing what was right 
for the people. He is happy to give back to 
the town that has been good to him.

Phil Fiadino
The next acorn is Phil Fiadino Jr.  Phil 

served one term on the Borough Council 
from 2015-2017. His dad, Phil Fiadino 
Sr., also served on the Council in the late 
70’s. There is no doubt that Phil inherited 
his interest in public service from his dad. 
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Phil Sr. was on the Borough Council 
with me. We worked together on several 
projects, because of our mutual respect, 
and our desire to do what was best.

As far as I know, Phil Jr. is the only 
ordained priest ever to serve on Bound 
Brook’s governing body. He is currently 
a chaplain at the Dorothy Day Antioch 
House, an organization that provides 
services to the needy. He brought a spe-
cial sense of morality and fairness to 
the Council, advancing different ideas 
to help our citizens. Too often 
that is missing in politics. To 
me, it is a shame that Phil de-
cided not to run for re-election. 

I asked Phil, who was just 
a small child when his dad was 
on the Council, if his dad ever 
talked about local affairs. He 
said that his dad never mentioned local 
politics, but always showed him the im-
portance of volunteering and fair play, 
and that he inherited those traits.

Many people are familiar with the 
Somerset County Adult Day Center. It 
is a wonderful service for the elderly. It 
has enabled many seniors to stay in their 
home with a loved one longer, by giv-
ing the senior a place to go during the 
day. That way, the caregiver can work, 
socialize, and maintain a normal life. 
It was started by a Bound Brooker, Jeff 
Macaulay, as soon as he graduated from 
college. He saw the need for adult day 
care when very few did and convinced 
the Rev. Alf Olsen and the Bound Brook 
Methodist Church to let the center start 
up in the church’s activities building.  It 
is a little-known fact that the Borough 
of Bound Brook helped the ADC get 
started. The Rev. Olsen approached Phil 
Fiadino and me for some startup funds, 
perhaps to pay rent to the church, for 
the project. Since the Democrats had 
a majority on the Council at that time, 
Phil introduced the budget amendment, 
and it was unanimously passed. As they 
say, the rest is history. I am proud of the 
small part that I played in getting the 

What are your “Bound 
Brook” Memories?

Did your family achieve a mile-
stone? Do you have a story to tell? 
Send them to Jim Beatty at jbib@
aol.com or mail them to 745 Ross 

Lane, Bound Brook, NJ 08805. We 
will try our best to publish them.

The Acorn and the Tree

funds and serving on the center’s first board 
of directors for a year or so.

Lisa Reissman
My final acorn is the youngest person 

to ever serve on the borough council. Lisa 
Reissman. Lisa was active in school poli-
tics while in high school. In one of the few 
positives to come from the Vietnam War, the 
voting age was lowered from 21 to 18. Lisa’s 
father, Dr. Tom Reissman, was a former coun-

cilman, and an executive at Union 
Carbide. Even though he was active 
in Democratic politics primarily, he 
was the type of person that treated 
everybody with respect. In return, he 
was universally respected and liked. 
Somehow, he convinced his college 
student daughter, Lisa, to run for 

council. She was elected by 15 votes in 1977. 
To this day, I believe that she is the young-
est person ever to serve in that position. She 
could not have been more than 21 or 21 when 
she served.

Why an acorn?
There may be some readers who may be 

questioning why I used “acorn” instead of 
“apple” when I wrote about parent and child 
Council members. I deferred to so many peo-
ple who believe that local politics is so rough 
that you must be “nuts” to get involved. Luck-
ily, there are many others who, like me, are 
appreciative of those that volunteer their time 
for local politics. It is not easy to ignore the 
nay Sayers and the hyper partisan individuals. 

I have often heard local businesspeople 
from both political parties say, “I do not run 
for council because I am afraid of a business 
backlash from some local people”.  From 
personal experience, to them I say, “You are 
wrong.” The benefits and publicity that you 
get from serving your municipality far out-
weighs the comments of a few that criticize 
officials from another political party. Most 
residents truly appreciate those that volunteer 
their time to help our borough. I have heard 
this from many people. • 

By: Jim Beatty

Jim Beatty 

VOTED “BEST OF THE BEST”
Pharmacy & Card & Gift Store in Central Jersey
Your Neighborhood Pharmacy That Has Something For Everyone

Free Delivery
7 Days • No Minimum

Also Offering:
• Fax Service on Premises
• NJ Lottery
• Stamps
• Home Health Care & 

Surgical Supplies
We Can Special Order 
Most Items For You

Senior Citizen 
Discount – Every Day!
• Competitive Prices
• Personal Service
• ALL Prescription Plans Accepted
• Extensive Vitamin Department 

with experts to help you
• Yearly medical reports – upon request

Extensive Gift
Department!
We are fully stocked 
with gift items & have 
NEW ARRIVALS DAILY! 
We have great gifts for weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays, 
bridal showers, 
housewarmings, 
baby showers, 
and all occasions.Union Avenue Pharmacy

CONVENIENT FREE STORE PARKING AT REAR OF STORE

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday–Friday: 9 AM–9 PM

Sat: 9 AM–7 PM; Sun: 9 AM–6 PM
ALL HOLIDAYS: 9 AM–4 PM

433 West Union Ave • Bound Brook

732-356-3113

WE CARRY THE FULL LINE OF
VITAMINS!

908-910-2935
Local • Experienced • Reliable

Jimmy Pats
HANDYMAN
SERVICE
HANDYMAN
SERVICEWhen your grief is too new and the loss of a

loved one is too much to bear, come home to
Hagan-Chamberlain. Our family will ease
your burden and help you make this final
tribute a personal and heartfelt one. More
than a funeral home — we are family.

www.Hagan-Chamberlain.com • (732) 356-0327
225 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805

HAGAN-CHAMBERLAINFuneral Home, LLC.

L. Edward Hagan, Manager
NJ License No. 23JP00319400




