
Vote &  Volunteer
Vote 

In Bound Brook we have 3 vacancies 
to be filled for Borough Council. Please 
take the time to read the biographies of 
each Bound Brook candidate and vote on 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018.  I know our 
local candidates are walking door-to-door 
throughout Bound Brook, so take the time 
to talk to them about your concerns.

Additionally, you should become 
familiar with the County, State and Federal 
candidates so that you are fully informed 
when you vote.  In next month’s edition 
of the Chronicle, I will detail all the 
candidates who are running.

VOLUNTEER
Bound Brook is a place of History, 

Tradition and Patriotism.  It is a small town 
and relies on its residents to help improve 
the quality of life and the environment 
of our Borough.  Please consider 
volunteering for the following committees 
and commissions and contact Mayor Fazen 
(732-893-8513) if you are interested.

BoArD oF HeAltH 
The Board of Health consists of seven 

members who shall be appointed by the 
Mayor with the advice and consent of 
the Borough Council. Members shall be 
appointed for a term of four years.

The Board of Health has the power 
and authority to adopt ordinances related 
to the protection of the health of Borough 
residents, with necessary personnel. Under 
its jurisdiction is the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics of the Borough of Bound Brook, 
the Health Officer and any such other 
employees as are necessary to carry out its 
duties.

The Board of Health meets every other 
month on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building 
Lunchroom/Meeting Room.

BounD BrooK CulturAl ArtS 
CoMMIttee

Cultural Arts Committee (hereafter 
known as the “Committee”) was created 
to promote and encourage the expression 

and appreciation of the visual, literary 
and performing arts in Bound Brook by 
utilizing and cultivating the rich diversity 
of talent available both within and to 
Bound Brook.

The Committee meets in the Meeting 
Room/Lunchroom at the Municipal 
Building on the 3rd Monday of the month 
at 7:00 pm.

Green teAM
The Borough Council adopted 

a Resolution on February 28, 2017 
establishing the “Green Team” whose 
members shall be residents or employees 
of the Borough of Bound Brook appointed 
by the Mayor with approval from Borough 
Council.

Mission: The Green Team will advise 
the Borough Council on ways to improve 
municipal operations with “Green” 
initiatives which are economically and 
environmentally sound through research 
and evaluation.

The Green Team strives to save tax 
dollars; assure clean land, air and water; 
improve working and living environments 
to build a sustainable community that will 
thrive well into the future. We want a model 
of government which benefits our residents 
by adopting sustainable, economically-
sound government practices.

The Green Team meets on the third 
Monday of each month at 7pm in the 
Mayor’s Office.

HIStorIC PreSerVAtIon 
CoMMISSIon

The Historic Preservation Commission 
Committee’s purpose is to implement the 
historic preservation element of the Master 
Plan, to provide guidance to property 
owners in achieving preservation of 
historic resources.

The Commission shall maintain a 
comprehensive survey of the Borough 
of Bound Brook to identify Historic 
Landmarks and Historic Districts that are 
worthy of protection and preservation. The 
Commission shall consist of five regular 
members and two alternate members who 
shall be appointed by the Mayor with 
the advice and consent of the Borough 
Council.

The Historic Preservation Commission 
regularly meets on the 1st Thursday of the 
month at 7:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room/
Lunchroom at the Municipal Building.

lIBrArY ADVISorY BoArD
The Somerset County Library 

System (SCLS) is governed by a Library 
Commission, whose members are 
appointed by the Freeholders. The Bound 
Brook Library has its own advisory 
board, whose members are appointed by 
the mayor. The Advisory Board has the 
responsibility for: oversight of overdue 
fines and contributions (such as bequests 
and donations); advising the branch 
director and SCLS on policy and service 
improvements; being the liaison to the 
mayor and council for the maintenance of 
the buildings and grounds; participating 
in the hiring of a branch director, when a 
vacancy occurs.

The Bound Brook Library Advisory 

Compiled and edited by Mayor Bob Fazen with the assistance of local community organizations

Mayor Fazen’s Corner
Bob Fazen Mayor 

Borough of Bound Brook

Board meets three times a year, in the 
evening at 7 p.m. at the Bound Brook 
Library, 402 East High Street, Bound 
Brook, NJ in the Finlayson Meeting Room.

MunICIPAl AllIAnCe/YoutH 
SerVICeS CoMMISSIon

The mission of the “Alliance” is to 
provide consultation, programs, training, 
and resources to the Bound Brook and 
South Bound Brook communities with the 
goal of preventing and reducing the use 
and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drugs.

The Alliance serves as a planning/
coordinating agency emphasizing 
coordination between local government, 
community agencies, schools, police, 
clergy and interested citizens.

The mission of the “Commission” is to 
maximize delinquency prevention and aid 
at risk youth and their families.

The Commission services as a 
planning/coordinating agency emphasizing 
coordination between local government, 
community agencies, 
schools, police, 
clergy, and interested 
citizens.

Meetings are held 
the 4th Thursday at 
the Smalley Middle 
School Faculty Cafe 
– 161 Cherry Avenue.

PArKInG CoMMISSIon
The Parking Commission has under its 

jurisdiction all the off-street parking areas 
owned or leased by the Borough. They 
also advise and make recommendations to 
the Mayor and Council on matters related 
to on-street parking. The Commission 
consists of seven members who serve 
three-year staggered terms. Appointments 
are made by the Mayor with consent of 
Council. Meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month in the Lunchroom 
of Borough Hall at 7:30 p.m.

SHADe tree CoMMISSIon
Bound Brook Shade Tree Commission 

is an appointed board that oversees the 
planting and maintenance of street trees in 
all public rights-of-way and on Borough 
property. Commissioners inspect trees and 
coordinate with the Department of Public 
Works for pruning or removal of street 
trees, as needed. In Spring and Fall, the 
Commission arranges for the planting of 
new/replacement street trees.

The Commission also:
Holds a community Arbor Day 

event each year in April to promote tree 
stewardship and appreciation on the part of 
residents.

Reports annually to the State of New 
Jersey on Bound Brook’s progress in 

implementing its Community Forestry 
Management Plan and its status as a 
Tree City USA. Bound Brook was first 
designated as a Tree City in 2006. Note the 
signs as you enter on Route 28 and Main St. 
All street trees in Bound Brook are under 
the control of the Borough, so it is not legal 
to cut, prune, remove or damage any street 
tree. If you have a concern about a tree, 
please complete an Inspection Request 
form. The request will be forwarded to the 
Shade Tree Commission for action.

If you would like to request a new street 
tree, please complete a New Tree Request 
Form. There is no charge for trees planted 
by the Borough.

The Commission meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at Borough 
Hall, 6:00 p.m. in the Lunch Room/
Meeting Room. You can access the tree 
forms to the right or under documents 
– return completed forms to Shade Tree 
Commission, 230 Hamilton Street.

PlAnnInG BoArD
The Planning Board reviews 

commercial and residential applications 
and site-plans for development to follow 
zoning laws and the Master plan. They 
make sure the Master Plan is consistent 
with the Borough’s development needs. 
The Planning Board also grants major and 
minor property subdivisions. The Planning 
Board meets on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Municipal Building. The Planning 
Board Secretary is Jasmine Mathis – at 
(732) 356-0833 ext. 610.

Mayor Fazen  
Town Hall Meetings

Bound Brook Memorial Library
(2nd Monday of each month)

Mayor provides pizza and water  
(Please bring desserts)

Oct 8, Nov 12 & Dec 10 at 6:30 pm

When your grief is too new and the loss of a
loved one is too much to bear, come home to
Hagan-Chamberlain. Our family will ease
your burden and help you make this final
tribute a personal and heartfelt one. More
than a funeral home — we are family.

www.Hagan-Chamberlain.com • (732) 356-0327
225 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805

HAGAN-CHAMBERLAINFuneral Home, LLC.

L. Edward Hagan, Manager
NJ License No. 23JP00319400

Jimmy Pats

Local • Experienced • Reliable
908-910-2935
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library Programs

All programs listed are free. Reg-
istration is required unless other-
wise indicated and programs are 

subject to change; visit SCLSNJ.org or 
call the library for more information and 
to register. 

All Ages Programs

• Card Making: October 4, 3:30-4:30 
p.m.

• Music from South America with Kal-
pa’s: October 6, 1:30-2:30 p.m.

• Weekend Journey through the Past - 
Tours of the Old Presbyterian Graveyard: 
October 13, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and October 
14, noon - 4 p.m. 

• Spooky Stories (families with chil-
dren): October 25, 7-7:30 p.m.

• Family Storytime (families with chil-
dren): October 27, 1:30-2 p.m.

Kids, teens, and tweens Programs
• Baby Storytime (birth - 18 months): 

October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 10-10:30 a.m.
• Toddler Storytime (ages 18-36 

months): October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 11-11:30 
a.m.

• Teen Mondays (grades 6-12): Octo-
ber 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 3-5 p.m.

• Teen Thursdays (grades 6-12): Octo-
ber 4, 11, 18, 25; 3-4:30 p.m.

• Make and Take Craft (ages 4 and up): 
October 6, 13, 20, 27; 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

• Role Play Saturday (grades 6-12): 
October 6, 20, 27; 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

• Reader’s Theater Club (grades 3-5): 
October 10, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

• Crafting at the Library (grades 2 and 

Bound Brook Memorial Library & Community News

up): October 18, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Adult Programs
• English Conversation Group: Octo-

ber 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; 12:30-2 p.m. and Oc-
tober 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; 7-8:30 p.m.

• Adult Beginning Knitting and Cro-
cheting: October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; 3-5 p.m.

• Beginner ESL Class: October 6, 13, 
20, 27; 10-11:30 a.m.

• Library Loopers: October 8, 22; 7-8 
p.m.

• Drop-In Tech Help: October 11, 1-2 
p.m. and October 25, 6-7 p.m.

• Haunted New York, Eerie Tales, and 
Spooky Sights: October 24, 7-8 p.m.

• Programa del Cancer de Seno (this 
program will be presented in Spanish): Oc-
tober 25, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Connect with Your Community by 
Volunteering at Your library

By: SCLSNJ LiBrariaN Bath BouwmaN

If you have been to SCLSNJ’s Bound 
Brook Memorial Library branch, chances 
are that you have benefited from the work 
of a Library volunteer. Volunteers often 
help staff shelve books, assist at programs, 
or keep the Library clean and tidy. Though 
many of these volunteers are adults, the Li-
brary also has many opportunities for stu-
dents in grades 6-12 to volunteer. 

Volunteering is an important way for 
teens and older preteens to practice job 
skills, build a resume, and help their com-
munity. Donating only a few hours of time 
can make a real difference in what the Li-
brary is able to offer others.  

The Library depends on teen volun-

Bound Brook Memorial Library
402 E. High St, Bound Brook, NJ 08805 | 732-356-0043 | sclsnj.org.

As the Courier News reported on 
March 26, 1937:

Bound Brook - Graduation night in 
June is usually a joyous occasion. But 
for the followers of Bound Brook High 
School’s basketball team it will be a sad 
event, for the passing on of the Class of 
‘37 will leave a gaping hole in the ranks 
of the Group 3 state champions. Four 
of the players who participated in the 
championship game last Saturday and 
four more members of the varsity squad 
will be graduated, leaving only George 
Pfister and Lou Welaj available for duty 
next season. Walt Dalrymple, Joe Volpe, 
Lou Calvo, and Dom Longardo are the 
four regulars who will receive diplomas, 
while Ed Marvuglio, Lou Frezza, Frank 
Diamente and Dave Merrill, who did fine 
work in the reserve corps are also due to 
depart….Bound Brook may someday have 
another championship quintet, but it is 
very doubtful whether that team will match 
the smooth efficiency with which, this 
year’s five won county, sectional, and state 
titles during the course of the 25-game 
campaign…..an enviable record, the finest 
of any team in the state, compiled by the 
Crusaders during the season just passed. 

Upholding the motto of Bound 
Brook, “A Place of History, Tradition and 

Patriotism,” team members went on to 
perform civic duties. One was Mayor of 
Manville, from 1958-1963, another the 
first year-round Recreation Director of 
Bound Brook, and another the President of 
the Middlesex Democratic Club.

Almost all were veterans of WWII, 
below is a summary of their military 
service:

• Lou Calvo, WWII US Navy, 
Pharmacist Mate Second Class Petty 
Officer serving in Subic Bay, Philippines. 
Recipient of the Good Conduct, Asiatic 
Pacific Theater, Philippines Liberation, 
and the Victory Medal Ribbons.

• Frank Diamente, WWII US Army, 
Pfc.254th Infantry Regiment, 63rd 
Infantry Division, Cannon & Service 
Companies. Blood and Fire spent 125 days 
of Combat in the European Theater; battles 
of Colmar, Hill 216, and Jebsheim. The 
254th Regiment received the Presidential 
Citation and the French Croix de Guerre 
with Palm.

• Lou Frezza, WWII US Army Air 
Corps. Ace passing back of the Daniel 
Field, Ga, Flyers during the 1944 season. 

• Dom Longordo, WWII US Navy, 
Aerographer’s Mate, USS General A. 

1937 Bound Brook High School Basketball 
Team

explore Haunted new Jersey and More

On October 14 from 7-8 p.m. SCLSNJ’s 
Bound Brook Memorial Library branch 
will uncover haunted New Jersey and 
New York City with professional actress 
and award-winning author Leanna Renee 
Hieber. Dressed in Victorian era costume, 
Hieber will share ghost stories with adult 
Library customers. For more information 
or to register, visit SCLSNJ.org or contact 
the Library at 908-458-8410.

teers in order to provide extra services 
for patrons. One such service is the After 
School Extra Help Program, which is run 
exclusively by high school students. This 
drop-in program is for students in grades 
K-5 who need help with homework or 
practicing basic skills in math or reading. 
High school students looking for a steady 
volunteer opportunity can apply to volun-
teer based on their schedule. Bilingual tu-
tors are especially needed.  

The After School Extra Help Program 
will begin in October. Interested applicants 
are urged to apply as soon as possible. 
Students in grades 9-12 interested in vol-
unteering for this program should contact 
Teen Librarian Beth Bouwman by phone 
at 908-458-8410 or email at ebouwman@
sclibnj.org.

1937 NJSIAA Champions
• Winners of the Somerset 

County, Central Jersey, and NJSIAA 
Group 3 State Championships. 

• 1937 Record 22W – 3L, 0.880 
wi ning percentage

• The best record of any NJ high 
school basketball team in 1937.

• 1st Bound Brook High Team to 
win a NJSIAA Title.

• 1st Somerset County Team to 
win a NJSIAA Title.

• Seniors never lost a Somer-
set County Championship as BBHS 
teams won 5 consecutive county 
titles.

On October 7th, members of the BBHS 
Basketball team of 1937 are being inducted 
into the BBHS Hall of Fame. Their 
representative, Paul Katilas, is organizing 
a group dinner for the relatives and friends 
of the team at Mama Rosina’s on Saturday 
evening October 6th.

...Continued from page 12

David R. 
Morris,CPA

www.davidmorriscpa.com

37 Mountain Blvd, Suite 2
Warren, NJ 07059
tel 908-834-8833
fax 908-450-1139

• Tax Management Services
• Estate and Trust Planning and 

Tax Preparation
• QuickBooks Accounting Help 

and Assistance
• Bookkeeping/Write-up
• And More

STACEY L. PILATO, ESQ.
JOSEPH A. LAMBARIELLO, ESQ./LLM

LAW OFFICES OF
LAMBARIELLO & PILATO, LLC

www.lplawoffices.com
37 Mountain Blvd, Ste 1, Warren, NJ 07059

• Estate Planning & Probate
• Elder Care Planning 
• Estate Disputes
• Guardianship
• Asset Protection
• Business & Tax Law

908-754-4500

Fruits of  
Autumn  

TFWEB593

Tailgate Party Time – CGG-851231

Fall Fashion 
AT569-1A

Pink Hope
T08N280A

SeaSonal SaVInGS
$5.00 off
on any delivered order

With this coupon through 10/31/18.
May not be combined.

Mention code “BBC18”

732-356-9377
227 West Union Avenue
Bound Brook, NJ 08805

Store HoUrS: M-F 8-5pm, Sat 8-1pm

www.AMFLOR.com
facebook.com/AmericasFloristNJ Pinterest/FloristAmericas

Proud to be a Bound Brook Business Since 1973!
Daily deliveries to all surrounding towns and Nationwide!
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for the Salvation Army at Christmas time.  
Erick continued his community service 
while on active duty, participating in the 
Kings Bay Special Olympics each of his 
three years there, and he also served as a 
Georgia state-registered volunteer pitching 
coach for the Camden County High School 
Baseball team.

Erick and his wife, Christine, bought 
their first home together in Bound Brook 
in 2017 where they live with their two dogs 
(Clementine and Otis) and cat (Mattingly).  
Erick has several family members that 
still reside in the area, including his older 
brother who is also a resident of Bound 
Brook.  Erick currently works as a Project 
Manager for the William Blanchard 
Company, New Jersey’s oldest family-
owned general contracting company and 
his wife has been employed with Johnson 
& Johnson since 2010. They enjoy 
gardening, quick trips down to Cape May 
and spending time with family.

Glenn rossi
Glenn Rossi 

was elected to 
the Bound Brook 
Council in 2017 
and is seeking re-
election this year.  
He has worked 
hard to make 
Bound Brook the town he fell in love 
with years ago. Working on the Economic 
Development Committee and seeking 
no personal financial gain, he has helped 
prepare Bound Brook for the future. He 
moved to Bound Brook in 2003. Taxes 
were low, and the Borough was clean 
and appealing.  He saw the advantages of 
Bound Brook’s convenient location, being 
near major highways, mass transit, major 
businesses and outstanding educational 
institutions.

Glen Rossi has been a local boy his 
entire life. He was born and raised in 
Green Brook NJ, graduating from Green 
Brook High School. His family is from 
North Plainfield and his father served 
in the U.S. Air Force in World War II. 
His father passed away from ALS when 
he was a teenager. That is when Glen 
became interested in “giving back to the 
community.”  

Glen participates in numerous 
charitable events to help benefit autism 
and ALS. He is an avid hockey player in 
organized leagues, playing the position 
of goalie. He plays the drums and enjoys 
playing with several bands. His leadership 
and conviction are demonstrated in charity, 
hockey, and music, setting the bar high 
for himself. Glen continues to show his 
leadership in his business technology 
role, managing a specialized help desk 
and computer hardware depo for the sales 
force of a large pharmaceutical company, 
while also maintaining his own business 
providing IT support to homes and local 

Upcoming Election in Bound Brook

erick Chandler
The Chandler 

family has been in 
Somerset County 
since at least the 
1930’s and has 
always valued 
giving back to 
the community.  
Raised in Martinsville and Somerset, Erick 
Chandler has been a local resident his 
entire life short of the five years he spent 
in the service.

He is a graduate of Rutgers Preparatory 
School (2003) and Georgetown University 
(2008), where he earned a BA in both 
History and English. While earning his 
undergraduate degree,  he was also a 
member of Georgetown’s Division 1 
baseball team where he was a starting 
pitcher in the Big East Conference.  
Utilizing the G.I. Bill and looking to 
advance his professional career, he is 
currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in 
Construction Management from Drexel 
University.

Coming from a family with a long 
and proud military tradition, Erick served 
in the U.S. Navy for 5 years (2012-
2017) as a Master-At-Arms, receiving an 
Honorable Discharge as a 2nd Class Petty 
Officer, Expeditionary Warfare Specialist.  
Erick’s tours of duty included performing 
Strategic Asset Security at Marine Corps 
Security Force Battalion, Naval Submarine 
Base Kings Bag, Georgia, as well as High 
Value Asset Protection at Coastal Riverine 
Group Two, Detachment Bahrain, off of 
the coast of Saudi Arabia in the Middle 
East. He is a two-time recipient of the 
Navy Achievement Medal for his work at 
both duty stations, as well various other 
awards for his participation in Operation 
Inherent Resolve as well as the Global War 
on Terrorism.

He has a deep appreciation for 
community service and was a member of 
the Somerville Area Kiwanis Club from 
2008-2012, serving as Club President from 
2010-2012.  A couple of the Somerville 
Kiwanis club’s accomplishments during 
his tenure include the annual distribution 
of several scholarships to deserving 
students in the local high schools, and a 
complete renovation of the Somerville 
YMCA pool (where Erick had learned to 
swim).  For several years stretching back 
to before his birth, the Chandler family and 
the Somerville Kiwanis club were annual 
fixtures at the A&P in Peapack-Gladstone 
(now the Fresh Market) ringing the bell 

Republicans offices around central Jersey.

Carey Pilato
Carey Pilato 

was born and raised 
in Bound Brook and 
is married to Stacey 
with one son and 
one daughter.

Carey graduated 
from York College of Pennsylvania 
with a BA in Political Science and 
earned a Master’s Degree of Science, 
Communications from Purdue University.

He served as the Mayor of Bound 
Brook for 5 years (2008-2013) and was 

appointed to the Board of Directors, New 
Jersey Conference of Mayors.  He served 
as a Councilman for 4 years prior to being 
elected Mayor.

Carey served as the District Director 
for Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
NJ), Senior Legislative Assistant for 
Congressmen Bill Goodling (R-PA) and 
Dick Zimmer (R-NJ).

He is a Lector and a member of the 
Parish Council, St. Joseph Roman Catholic 
Church.  He helped coordinate the Battle of 
Bound Brook for 11 years (2003-2013) and 
coached Bound Brook Little League and 
Bound Brook Recreation Girls Softball.

Democrats

Brad Galeta
Brad comes 

from a long line 
of New Jerseyans 
who are committed 
to Bound Brook. 
In fact, he lives on 
the same block as 
his childhood home 
with his wife, Kim. 
Both his parents graduated from Bound 
Brook High School and his grandmother, 
Marita Brown Harman, was the lead 
actress in the 1931 film, Bound Brook and 
Romance.

He has always had a strong work ethic 
and a keen interest in the food and beverage 
industry, beginning his career at 15 right 
here in Bound Brook. He graduated from 
East Stroudsburg University with a degree 
in Hotel and Restaurant Management, and 
quickly moved up the ranks to manage 
large, diverse teams, including New York 
City union members in his current role. 

Brad holds faith and family in the 
highest regard. He is a devout Catholic and 
an active member of St. Joseph Church. In 
addition, his father, Thomas Galeta, set an 
example of what it means to give back to 
the community, having served two terms 
on the Borough Council himself. Brad 
looks forward to following in his father’s 
footsteps and build on efforts to revitalize 
downtown Bound Brook in order to boost 
the local economy and alleviate taxpayer 
burden.

Vinnie Petti
Vinnie has been a resident of Bound 

Brook his entire life. He was raised on 
Talmage Avenue in a house that has been 
in his family for more than half a century. 
Vinnie graduated from Bound Brook High 

School where he 
was a member of 
the wrestling team. 
He now lives with 
his wife Amy in a 
home they recently 
renovated together.

Vinnie has 
worked as a union 
electrician at IBEW Local 102 since 1997. 
Outside of his professional endeavors, he 
has been a long-standing member of the 
Elks Lodge, Moose Lodge as well as the 
Rotary Club. He is also a parishioner of St. 
Joseph Church in Bound Brook.

Throughout his 9 years of council 
service, Vinnie has always been passionate 
about public safety. He has also worked hard 
to keep our Police and Fire Departments 
and Rescue Squad on the right track. 

robert Dixon
As a resident of 

Bound Brook for the 
past 14 years, Robert 
was appointed 
as a Councilman 
in November of 
2017. In this role, 
his responsibilities 
include the liaison 
for DPW, Recreation 
Commission, Shade Tree Commission, 
and the Library Advisory Board. Prior to 
residing in Bound Brook, Robert grew up 
in Edison, New Jersey where he graduated 
from John P. Stephens High School and 
continued his education at Middlesex 
County College, as well as Union County 
College. He then attended The Cittone 
Institute for IT and Computer Networking 
and obtained an A+ technical certification. 
For the past 15 years, he has been 
employed by the North Plainfield Public 
School District as a network coordinator/
IT and Manager/Technician. Outside of 
the workplace, Robert has taken part in 
coaching various sports and has been a 
member of Bound Brook commissions, 
such as EDAC, and Recreation. He has 
coached Rutgers Roller Hockey Club and 
other club hockey teams, and currently, 
coaches Bound Brook soccer, baseball, and 
basketball.

VOTED “BEST OF THE BEST”
Pharmacy & Card & Gift Store in Central Jersey
Your Neighborhood Pharmacy That Has Something For Everyone

Free Delivery
7 Days • No Minimum

Also Offering:
• Fax Service on Premises
• NJ Lottery
• Stamps
• Home Health Care & 

Surgical Supplies
We Can Special Order 
Most Items For You

Senior Citizen 
Discount – Every Day!
• Competitive Prices
• Personal Service
• ALL Prescription Plans Accepted
• Extensive Vitamin Department 

with experts to help you
• Yearly medical reports – upon request

Extensive Gift
Department!
We are fully stocked 
with gift items & have 
NEW ARRIVALS DAILY! 
We have great gifts for weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays, 
bridal showers, 
housewarmings, 
baby showers, 
and all occasions.Union Avenue Pharmacy

CONVENIENT FREE STORE PARKING AT REAR OF STORE

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday–Friday: 9 AM–9 PM

Sat: 9 AM–7 PM; Sun: 9 AM–6 PM
ALL HOLIDAYS: 9 AM–4 PM

433 West Union Ave • Bound Brook

732-356-3113

WE CARRY THE FULL LINE OF
VITAMINS!
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Bound Brook Memories & Family Businesses 

August 28, 1971 does not mean much 
to many people. To the people of 
Bound Brook, it was the beginning 

of the end of our town’s prosperity.

Our downtown merchants had already 
taken a hit from the completion of Rt. 
287 and the opening of the Menlo Park 
and Woodbridge malls. Now people 
could easily get to other shopping areas.  
However, the best downtown merchants 
were still thriving. 

Then, on August 28, came Hurricane 
Doria. The downtown had experienced 
water in the streets, perhaps up to a foot, and 
merchants were prepared for it. This was 
a different story. There was 4 or 5 feet of 
water, devastating most of the downtown.  

From a personal perspective, Doria was 
a disaster like none our family had ever 
seen. We lived by the Middlebrook, but it 
was never considered a flood threat. That 
all changed on the morning of Aug. 28th. 
I received a call from my neighbor that the 
Bound Brook reservoir was overflowing 
and that we should expect water in the 
recreation room of our split level. There 
was no basement, luckily.     

Sure enough, there was water leaking in 
through the bottom of our door. I resolved 
to move some of the furniture up to the 
next level. To do this, I had to remove a 
grate from the top of the 4-step staircase. 
I went down to the northwest corner of 
our home to get tools. I walked to the top 
of the steps. Suddenly, there was a noise 
like an explosion. The entire downstairs 
of our home was gone. Muddy water was 
flowing from the back to the front. I later 
learned that a car had washed off Union 
Avenue with enough force to go through 

our cement foundation and take out two 
of our four walls. If this had happened a 
few minutes earlier, I have no doubt that 
I would have been killed. Our house was 
literally hanging by two walls.

 My wife and I took our two toddlers to 
the top floor and said a prayer. We thought 
it was our time. We made an impromptu 
evacuation plan to go out the window to 
the top of our carport, if needed. We tore 
up a Styrofoam cooler to make flotation 
devices. We lit a candle. We said the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Luckily, mostly due to the early 
morning timing of the flood, nobody was 
killed. The flood waters receded, and we 
ventured out. There were several humorous 
events that happened. My wife had been 
lobbying me to get a color television. I 
told her that when the old B&W one went, 
we would. Sure enough, it went. It was 
never seen again. We had purchased a new 
washer and dryer one week before. They 
too disappeared.

One encouraging note was that the 
“experts” had labeled Doria a “Hundred 
Year Flood” or the “Flood of a lifetime”. 
They said it was unlikely to happen 
again. This encouraged the people and 
the merchants to invest in their properties 
and rebuild. Two years later, it happened 
again, as Hurricane Agnes hit. This time 
there were fatalities in Green Brook.  Was 
this another “hundred-year flood?” Hardly. 
It happened again, again, and again, until 
the mother of all floods, Hurricane Floyd, 
wiped out Bound Brook in 1999. Each time 
we lost a little of our heart and soul. Our 
tax base went down, our merchants gave 
up and retired or closed. Very few were 
willing to invest in Bound Brook. Housing 
values took a dive.

After Floyd, the Greenbrook Flood 
Control plan, started in 1973, was finally 
funded and implemented.  It took almost 
30 years. That was the start of the Bound 
Brook Renaissance. Today, the outlook 
for our town has changed. Developers are 
rushing to invest and build housing and 
commercial building. Housing values are 
going up.  Like a phoenix arising from the 
ashes, Bound Brook has reinvented itself. 
Prosperity is once again ahead. 

As I write this, “experts” are calling 
the devastating Hurricane Florence the 
“Flood of a lifetime” in the Carolinas. 
Should we believe them? I certainly do 
not. The people of the Carolinas should be 
forewarned.

Memories in Bound Brook: The Hundred Year 
Flood and Other Myths 

By: Jim Beatty

Bound Brook, like many small 
towns, has always had a wealth 
of family run businesses. They 

usually provide a higher level of personal 
service than the chains and national fran-
chises cannot. One reason is that they have 
flexibility. They do not have to wait for 
approval from headquarters in Sheboygan 
to donate to a local charity, to advertise in 
a local newsletter, support local political 
candidates. Sometimes we take these local 
treasures for granted until they are gone. 
Then we truly miss them. If you have the 
opportunity, please support your local 
small businesses. The prices are always 
competitive, and the service is just about 
always a notch above than a national chain. 
This month I am going to praise a couple 
of local businesses that have truly stood 
the test of time. They are run by second 
and third generations of the same family. 
They truly deserve more support and rec-
ognition.

VAN SYCKEL INSURANCE

Van Syckel Insurance was started in 
South Bound Brook in 1865 by Elbridge 
Van Syckel, a Dutch settler. That is not 
a misprint. It is over 150 years old! It 
moved to Hamilton Street in Bound Brook 
in 1937, as Elbridge’s son, Thomas took 
over the business. In 1971, Thomas’s son, 
Sief, moved the business to Union Avenue 
where it currently stands. Thomas Jr. took 
over the business when his father died in 
1977. It previously had a realty business 
that Tom Jr. sold. That is still operating 

as Century 21-Van Syckel Realtors.  In 
2008, Tom Jr.’s son Ryan became the 5th 
generation operator of the same business. 
It is probably one of the state’s few busi-
nesses to still be operated by the same fam-
ily for such a long time. Ryan is the great 
great grandson of the founder, Elbridge 
Van Syckel. It currently serves over 3500 
clients throughout the state. Anybody who 
has used an independent insurance agent 
knows that the choice of companies and 
the service is far superior to any company 
owned agent. I can give you several exam-
ples from just my own personal experience 
with Van Syckel Insurance. www.vansyck-
elinc.com

LOU’S EATERY & SUB SHOP

This iconic downtown eatery has been 
in the same location for over 50 years. 
Started by his father, Jim D’Agostino 
and his wife Paulette have operated the 
restaurant for 48 years. Jim and Paulette 
have changed their menu over the years 
to accommodate a different clientele and 
changing tastes. When they first opened, 
they sold mostly subs. Now they cater, 
sell all kinds of platters and sandwiches, 
and have an internet menu with many 
unique and different choices. www.lous-
sub.com. Check that out, but as for me, 
“give me the Italian, with gabbagol (capi-
cola), presut(prosciutto), provolone, and 
the works”. That is the WORLD’S BEST!

Family Businesses Make Bound Brook Great

1937 BBHS Basketball Team

E. Anderson (AP-111) Transport, whose 
most famous voyage was the return of 489 
POWs rescued by the Raid at Cabanatuan.

• Ed Marvuglio, WWII US Army, Sgt. 
T/4, Stationed at Ft. Gulick Panama Canal 
Zone.

• Dave Merrell, WWII US Army, 2nd 
Lt, Officers’ Training School, Chemical 
Warfare Unit, Edgewood Arsenal, MD

• George Pfister, WWII US Army Air 
Corps, Sgt. Major, 93rd Troop Carrier 
Squadron, Earned Three Battle Stars for 
participation in the Normandy, Rhine, 
Bulge, and Saar Basin campaigns. His 
Unit was cited by President Roosevelt 

Continued from page 12... for Meritorious service. He received The 
Certificate of Merit.

• Joe Volpe, WWII US Army Pfc. 
5307th, 3rd Company G, jungle warfare 
unit in the China-Burma-India Theatre, 
Purple Heart. Volunteered for Merrill’s 
Marauders - “No American force anywhere 
has marched as far, fought as continuously, 
or had to display such endurance. Gen. 
Merrill’s men marched 800 miles through 
jungle and over mountains.”

• Lou Welaj, WWII US Navy, 
Specialist Chief Petty Officer, Honorably 
Discharged.

• John McCormick WWII US Army 
served as Corporal.

In the Shop Rite shopping plaza
601 W Union Ave
Bound Brook, NJ 08805
732.469.3627

BART’S
GLASS SHOP
ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
• Home
• Mirrors
• Auto
• Table Tops

Since 1947

380 Talmage Ave
Bound Brook, NJ 08805

732•356•2492

What are Bound 
Brook Memories?

Did your family acheive a 
milestone? Do you have a 

stroy to tell? 
Send them to Jim Beatty at jbib@

aol.com, or to 745 Ross Lane,
 Bound Brook NJ 08805

We will try to publish them! 

Neck & Back
Pain Relief

Dr. Perry Wolk-Weiss
Doctor of Chiropractic

• Short Term Care For Your 
Neck & Back Pain

• Affordable/Insurance Accepted
• Walk-Ins Welcome, 

No Appointment Needed
• Serving Bound Brook Since 1980

The Get Well Center
5 E. Union Ave.

Bound Brook, NJ 08805

732-356-1155
www.drperrywolk-weissblog.com
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